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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
01 73618 4.5 0.9 5 90.1 99.9
02 73220 2.9 1.2 5 57.9 99.3
03 72838 4.3 1.9 10 43.3 98.8
04 71212 4.2 2.1 10 41.9 96.6
05 64530 3.8 2.1 10 37.9 87.5

11 C+O 72076 8.7 4.1 24 36.2 97.8
11 VSSSP 72079 6.4 2.9 16 39.8 97.8
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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SECTION B: 40 marks


In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your creative prose writing skills.


24 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 16 marks are awarded
for vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation.


You should aim to write about 450-600 words.


Choose one of the following titles for your writing: [40]


Either,


 a) Continue the following: It really wasn’t the result I was looking for.


Or,


  b) Grandma.


Or,


c)  Write about a time when you had to go shopping with a relative.


Or,


 d)  Write a story which ends:


 …and I felt so sorry for myself.


The space below can be used to plan your work.
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1 1


1 1


1 1


1 1


END OF PAPER





		C700U10-1-050618 (2)

		C700U10-1A-050618 (1)



















Limited range / precision.
Tends to copy rather unselectively. 3



Eduqas

Pencil



Eduqas

Pencil





















Thorough / secure inferences. 5



Eduqas

Pencil












interesting start


clear / controlled



Eduqas

Pencil



Eduqas

Line







Eduqas

Oval



Eduqas

Pencil



Eduqas

Oval



Eduqas

Pencil



Eduqas

Oval



Eduqas

Line







Band 3
Narrative has shape / direction. 
Mostly controlled / coherent. 
Some imagination.
Not entirely convincing.


Band 4
Clear and fluent.
A range of vocabulary.
A sprinkling of errors. 
Some variety in expression. 
Some ambition.


13/14+11 24



Eduqas

Line












? imprecise


4



Eduqas

Line












6 


Read lines 31-55. 


How does the writer make these lines exciting and dramatic? [10] 


You should write about: 


 what happens in these lines to build excitement and drama


 the writer's use of language and structure to create excitement and drama


 the effects on the reader


You must refer to the text to support your answer, using relevant subject 
terminology where appropriate.  


(AO2 1a, b, c and d) 


This question tests the ability to explain, comment on and analyse how writers use 
language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant 
subject terminology where appropriate. 


Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


Give 1-2 marks to those who identify and begin to comment on some examples of 
excitement and drama in this part of the text. For example, Robbie is swept off the 
ridge and carried out to sea. 


Give 3-4 marks to those who identify and give straightforward comments on some 
examples of excitement and drama. For example, Robbie is in danger of drowning 
and Emma is helpless. These answers may simply identify some relevant subject 
terminology. 


Give 5-6 marks to those who explain how a number of different examples create 
excitement and drama and begin to show some understanding of how aspects such 
as language and the organisation of events are used to achieve effects and influence 
the reader. For example, the writer uses verbs such as ‘yelled' to show the panic and 
urgency. These responses may begin to use relevant subject terminology accurately 
to support their comments, where appropriate. 


Give 7-8 marks to those who make accurate comments about how a range of 
different examples create excitement and drama and begin to analyse how language 
and the organisation of events are used to achieve effects and influence the reader. 
For example, the writer's use of language and action create drama and tension. 
Relevant subject terminology is used accurately to support comments effectively, 
where appropriate. 


Give 9-10 marks to those who make accurate and perceptive comments about how a 
wide range of different examples create excitement and drama and provide detailed 
analysis of how language and the organisation of events are used to achieve effects 
and influence the reader. For example, the use of narrative structure and how the 
writer creates a gradual build-up of danger and drama. Subtleties of the writer's 
technique are explored in relation to how the reader is influenced. Well-considered, 
accurate use of relevant subject terminology supports comments effectively, where 
appropriate. 
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In addition to the examples given above, details candidates may explore or comment 
on could be: 


 at first things seem straightforward enough (they find the ridge easily and the
footing ‘wasn't bad')


 it soon becomes more dangerous as the water is quickly up to her armpits


 the ridge is only a foot wide and it drops steeply on both sides


 the water is colder than she had thought


 the current is stronger


 it is revealed that she had not thought much about it


 she had not thought about how to get back (she disliked going backwards)


 the waves get bigger and it is harder to keep her footing


 her muscles begin to ache and she has to concentrate


 when she looks around for Robbie he is not there


 a crowd has gathered watching their ‘performance', which is Robbie drowning


 Robbie is swept off the ridge and into the sea


 he is carried by the current


 he seems to be drowning (his arm comes up and disappears)


 she ‘yells' for someone to do something


 she feels helpless and knows they will both drown if she tries to save him


 the water is still rising and she has to keep walking


 there is only an 'ancient' boat available for rescue


 when Robbie is fished out, he goes into shock


 starts as an exciting bit of fun but quickly develops


 the writer uses action and language to create excitement and drama


 there is also a deliberate use of structure as the drama unfolds gradually


This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response. Look 
for and reward valid alternatives. 












SECTION A: 40 marks


Read carefully the passage in the separate Resource Material for use with Section A.
Then answer all the questions below.


The story in the separate Resource Material is set on a Caribbean island where the main characters, 
Emma and Robbie, are on holiday.


Read lines 1-6.
List five things you learn about Emma in these lines. [5]


Read lines 7-16.
What impressions does the writer create of Emma and Robbie in these lines? [5]


You must refer to the language used in the text to support your answer, using relevant 
subject terminology where appropriate.


Read lines 17-30.
How does the writer show the character of Emma in these lines? [10]


You should write about:


• what Emma does in these lines
• the writer’s use of language to show her character


You must refer to the text to support your answer, using relevant subject terminology 
where appropriate.


Read lines 31-55
How does the writer make these lines exciting and dramatic? [10]


You should write about:


• what happens in these lines to build excitement and drama
• the writer’s use of language and structure to create excitement and drama
• the effects on the reader


You must refer to the text to support your answer, using relevant subject terminology 
where appropriate.


To answer this question you need to read lines 56-70 and also consider the 
passage as a whole.


“The writer uses the walk to Wreck Island to show a change in both Emma and Robbie.”


How far do you agree with this view? [10]


You should write about:


• your thoughts and feelings about how Emma and Robbie are presented in these
lines and in the passage as a whole


• how the writer has created these thoughts and feelings


You must refer to the text to support your answer.
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This story is set on a Caribbean island where the main characters, Emma and Robbie, are on 
holiday.


Emma was always falling in love. She thought that for her it was a lot like skydiving: you leap 
impulsively into the air and trust your parachute will open. The men she fell in love with were 
usually married, and awful as well. Her friends tried to find nice men for her but these kind, polite 
men didn’t interest her. She usually wanted men who were successful and she could look up to, 
which often meant that they had no real time for anyone else, including Emma. Why she couldn’t 
spot this kind of man a mile off was a mystery but she was fearless.
At this time in her life Emma was in love with Robbie. He was twenty years older than her, a 
stocky, red-bearded Scot who was well known for his grumpiness. Emma mistook it for shyness. 
She thought he was more mature than he was and therefore difficult to understand. During the 
early stage of their relationship, Emma almost killed Robbie. She didn’t do it on purpose.
They were on a Caribbean island and staying in a house that belonged to a friend. They were 
there for two weeks and by the end of the first one, Emma was feeling the need for some 
time apart from Robbie, although she still loved him as much as ever. Emma, who was more 
physically adventurous, began to go for long walks. Sometimes she would climb up cliffs, or 
make her way along slippery ledges visible only at low tide. Occasionally Robbie would go with 
her but more often he would stay at the house and sulk.
Near the house there was a beach and across from it, about half a mile away, there was an 
island called Wreck Island. There was an underwater ridge running out to Wreck Island and 
there was a local tradition that at low tide it was possible to walk to the island along the ridge. 
The water would come up to your neck, they said. Emma got the idea into her head that she 
would like to walk out to Wreck Island. She couldn’t explain why. To Robbie, she put it down to 
boredom and said it was a challenge. She wanted to persuade him to make the walk with her. 
She wasn’t totally reckless and, although she still believed she was invincible, she didn’t mind 
having a little back-up. She knew that Robbie didn’t really want to go but she also knew he 
wouldn’t be able to resist the word challenge. She made it clear that she was going anyway and 
in the end he agreed to accompany her. He said she’d need someone to keep an eye on her, in 
case she got into trouble.
Emma chose their gear carefully, including bathing suits, running shoes and floppy sun hats. 
She felt they should each carry a water bottle and a long walking stick for feeling their way under 
the water. At low tide they set out and there were a few spectators there to see them off.
Emma went first. Finding the ridge was not difficult. The water was quickly up to her armpits 
but the footing wasn’t bad. The ridge was about a foot wide and dropped steeply on either side. 
A quarter of the way out, Emma realised that the water was much colder than it was when you 
just went swimming in it. Also the current was stronger than she had thought. The truth was she 
hadn’t given it much attention. The tide had begun to run in again and she decided they wouldn’t 
try to walk back but would signal someone to come out and get them. Until then she had not 
thought about getting back. This was typical of Emma. She disliked going backwards. She felt 
the waves were getting bigger and, although she was managing by using her stick, it was harder 
to keep her footing. Her muscles were beginning to ache and she had to concentrate, which was 
why she didn’t look around earlier to see where Robbie was. Now she did.
At first she didn’t see him at all. He wasn’t on the ridge behind her, where he should have 
been. What she did see was that the hill overlooking the bay was covered with people, sitting 
quietly, as if at a play and watching the performance going on before them. The performance 
was Robbie drowning. He had been swept off the ridge and was being carried out to sea by 
the current. All she could see was his sun hat. As she watched, an arm came up then sank 
again. She raised her stick in the air and shook it at the hillside. ‘Do something!’ she yelled. 
She pointed at Robbie with the stick, as if it were a magic wand and she could command him to 
stop and float backwards. She felt helpless. She knew she could not swim after him and rescue 
him. If she did that, they would both be lost. She had to keep walking or the water would soon 
be too high.
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Read carefully the passage below.
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In the end, they sent out Horace in an ancient rowboat. Nobody else would chance it. Everybody 
sane kept their boats at the other side of the island where there was a safe harbour, but Horace 
was stubborn and liked to keep his boat where he could watch it. He was also, luckily for Robbie, 
as strong as an ox. He fished Robbie out of the water and rowed back to shore. The crowd 
cheered and Robbie went into shock.
Emma reached Wreck Island and sat on it, shivering and worrying about Robbie, until someone 
remembered her and sent a motorboat out to get her. No-one complimented her on her daring. 
Instead they said what a damn fool she had been to try such a thing.
‘Why didn’t you stop me then?’ Emma said, doubly annoyed because she knew they were right. 
The bartender said everyone knew she was that sort of woman. ‘An idea get in her head, no use 
trying to get it out.’ He shrugged and went on polishing glasses.
Emma felt terrible about Robbie. She sat at his bedside, where he lay wrapped in several 
blankets, and held his hand, and actually did say, ‘Robbie, what have I done to you?’ Only in 
books do people think of original ways of expressing grief and fear. Robbie was a kind man 
whom she loved, and she had almost killed him.
Emma made tea for Robbie and coaxed him to eat, going so far as to bake him some cakes. 
He lay around while Emma grovelled. As soon as he felt better he became more grumpy than 
usual. He felt humiliated by the whole incident. He felt he was ageing, although Emma, being 
twenty-three, didn’t understand this at the time. She wondered briefly whether she really wanted 
to marry Robbie after all but soon he recovered and they flew back to the real world.


Margaret Atwood
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SECTION A: 40 marks 


Read lines 1-6. 


List five things you learn about Emma in these lines. [5] 


(AO1 1a and b) 


This question tests the ability to identify explicit and implicit information and ideas. 


Award one mark for each point and/or inference identified by the candidate, to a 
maximum of five: 


 she was always falling in love / easily


 she took risks in her relationships (leaping into them impulsively)


 she thought falling in love was like skydiving


 she usually had relationships with men who were married


 relationships with 'awful' men


 she was not interested in kind, polite men


 she liked successful men she could look up to


 she chose self-obsessed men


 she couldn't spot the type


 she was fearless/reckless in her relationships


 she has friends


 her friends tried to find her a 'nice' man


 doesn't listen to friends' advice


 the men she liked had no time for her


No mark should be awarded for unabridged quotation of whole sentences. 
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Read lines 7-16. 


What impressions does the writer create of Emma and Robbie in these lines? [5] 


You must refer to the language used in the text to support your answer, using 
relevant subject terminology where appropriate. 


(AO2 1a, c and d) 


This question tests the ability to explain, comment on and analyse how writers use 
language to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology 
where appropriate. 


Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


Give 1 mark to those who make a very limited response. 


Give 2 marks to those who identify some straightforward impressions of the 
characters. For example, he is grumpy and sulks whereas she is adventurous. 
Subject terminology may be used. 


Give 3 marks to those who give some impressions of the characters and use a range 
of evidence and language choice to support their answers. For example, the textual 
details show that she does not really know him. These responses may identify some 
relevant subject terminology, where appropriate. 


Give 4 marks to those who give accurate impressions of the characters and use a 
thorough range of evidence and language choice to support their answers. For 
example, the writer indicates the lack of understanding between them.  Relevant 
subject terminology is used accurately to support comments, where appropriate. 


Give 5 marks to those who make accurate and perceptive comments about the 
characters and use a well-chosen range of evidence and language choice to support 
their answers. For example, the sardonic tone used by the writer influences the 
reader's view of the relationship. Well-considered, accurate use of relevant subject 
terminology supports comments effectively, where appropriate. 


In addition to the examples given above, details candidates may explore or comment 
on could be: 


 she is in love with him (or thinks she is)


 he seems less keen


 he is grumpy


 but she thinks he is shy (she does not know him really)


 she thought he was more mature than he was


 she thinks he is difficult to understand


 after a week together on the island she feels the need to be apart from him


 she is adventurous/lively


 he usually stays at home and sulks (dull/boring)


 not well matched / different


 naive


This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response. Look 
for and reward valid alternatives. 
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Read carefully the passage in the separate Resource Material for use with Section A.
Then answer all the questions below.


The story in the separate Resource Material is set on a Caribbean island where the main characters, 
Emma and Robbie, are on holiday.


Read lines 1-6.
List five things you learn about Emma in these lines. [5]


Read lines 7-16.
What impressions does the writer create of Emma and Robbie in these lines? [5]


You must refer to the language used in the text to support your answer, using relevant 
subject terminology where appropriate.


Read lines 17-30.
How does the writer show the character of Emma in these lines? [10]


You should write about:


 • what Emma does in these lines
 • the writer’s use of language to show her character


You must refer to the text to support your answer, using relevant subject terminology 
where appropriate.


Read lines 31-55
How does the writer make these lines exciting and dramatic? [10]


You should write about:


 • what happens in these lines to build excitement and drama
 • the writer’s use of language and structure to create excitement and drama
 • the effects on the reader


You must refer to the text to support your answer, using relevant subject terminology 
where appropriate.


To answer this question you need to read lines 56-70 and also consider the 
passage as a whole.


“The writer uses the walk to Wreck Island to show a change in both Emma and Robbie.”


How far do you agree with this view? [10]


You should write about:


 • your thoughts and feelings about how Emma and Robbie are presented in these
  lines and in the passage as a whole
 • how the writer has created these thoughts and feelings


You must refer to the text to support your answer.
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This story is set on a Caribbean island where the main characters, Emma and Robbie, are on 
holiday.


Emma was always falling in love. She thought that for her it was a lot like skydiving: you leap 
impulsively into the air and trust your parachute will open. The men she fell in love with were 
usually married, and awful as well. Her friends tried to find nice men for her but these kind, polite 
men didn’t interest her. She usually wanted men who were successful and she could look up to, 
which often meant that they had no real time for anyone else, including Emma. Why she couldn’t 
spot this kind of man a mile off was a mystery but she was fearless.
At this time in her life Emma was in love with Robbie. He was twenty years older than her, a 
stocky, red-bearded Scot who was well known for his grumpiness. Emma mistook it for shyness. 
She thought he was more mature than he was and therefore difficult to understand. During the 
early stage of their relationship, Emma almost killed Robbie. She didn’t do it on purpose.
They were on a Caribbean island and staying in a house that belonged to a friend. They were 
there for two weeks and by the end of the first one, Emma was feeling the need for some 
time apart from Robbie, although she still loved him as much as ever. Emma, who was more 
physically adventurous, began to go for long walks. Sometimes she would climb up cliffs, or 
make her way along slippery ledges visible only at low tide. Occasionally Robbie would go with 
her but more often he would stay at the house and sulk.
Near the house there was a beach and across from it, about half a mile away, there was an 


land called Wreck Island. There was an undera ter ri unning out to Wreck Island and 
there was a local tradition that at low tide it was p ssible to walk to the island along the ridge. 
The water would come up to your neck, they said. Emma got the idea in  h ead that she 
would like to walk out to Wreck Island. Sh ou dn ex hy o Robbie, she put it down to 


oredom and said it was a challenge. She wanted to per ade him to make the walk with her. 
She wasn’t totally reckless and, although she still believed she was invincible, she didn’t mind 
having a little back-up. She knew that Robbie didn’t ally want to go but she also knew he 
wouldn’t be able to resist the word challenge. She made it clear that she was going anyway and 
in the end he agreed to accompany her. He said she’ d someone to keep an eye on her, in 
case she got into trouble.
Emma chose their gear carefully, including bathi ui s, running shoes and floppy sun hats. 
She felt they should each carry a water bottle and a long walking stick for feeling their way under 
the water. At low tide they set out and there were a few spectators there to see them off.
Emma went first. Finding the ridge was not difficult. The water was quickly up to her armpits 
but the footing wasn’t bad. The ridge was about a foot wide and dropped steeply on either side. 
A quarter of the way out, Emma realised that the water was much colder than it was when you 
just went swimming in it. Also the current was stronger than she had thought. The truth was she 
hadn’t given it much attention. The tide had begun to run in again and she decided they wouldn’t 
try to walk back but would signal someone to come out and get them. Until then she had not 
thought about getting back. This was typical of Emma. She disliked going backwards. She felt 
the waves were getting bigger and, although she was managing by using her stick, it was harder 
to keep her footing. Her muscles were beginning to ache and she had to concentrate, which was 
why she didn’t look around earlier to see where Robbie was. Now she did.
At first she didn’t see him at all. He wasn’t on the ridge behind her, where he should have 
been. What she did see was that the hill overlooking the bay was covered with people, sitting 
quietly, as if at a play and watching the performance going on before them. The performance 
was Robbie drowning. He had been swept off the ridge and was being carried out to sea by 
the current. All she could see was his sun hat. As she watched, an arm came up then sank 
again. She raised her stick in the air and shook it at the hillside. ‘Do something!’ she yelled. 
She pointed at Robbie with the stick, as if it were a magic wand and she could command him to 
stop and float backwards. She felt helpless. She knew she could not swim after him and rescue 
him. If she did that, they would both be lost. She had to keep walking or the water would soon 
be too high.
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Limited coverage and analysis.








































































8 


To answer this question you need to read lines 56-70 and also consider the passage 
as a whole. 


'The writer uses the walk to Wreck Island to show a change in both Emma and 
Robbie.' 


How far do you agree with this view? [10] 


You should write about: 


 your thoughts and feelings about how Emma and Robbie are presented in
these lines and in the passage as a whole


 how the writer has created these thoughts and feelings


You must refer to the text to support your answer. 


(AO4) 


This question tests the ability to evaluate texts critically and support this with 
appropriate textual reference. 


Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


Give 1-2 marks to those who express a simple personal opinion with linked, basic 
textual reference. For example, she is a fool. 


Give 3-4 marks to those who give a personal opinion supported by straightforward 
textual references. These responses will show limited interaction with the text as a 
whole and/or how the writer has created thoughts and feelings. For example, they 
are both changed by the experience. 


Give 5-6 marks to those who give an evaluation of the text and its effects, supported 
by appropriate textual references. These responses will show some critical 
awareness of the text as a whole and how the writer has created thoughts and 
feelings. For example, the writer shows that he becomes more grumpy and she feels 
guilty. 


Give 7-8 marks to those who give a critical evaluation of the text and its effects, 
supported by well-selected textual references. These responses will show critical 
awareness and clear engagement with the text. They will also explore how the writer 
has created thoughts and feelings. For example, he is humiliated and she becomes 
attentive.  


Give 9-10 marks to those who give a persuasive evaluation of the text and its effects, 
supported by convincing, well selected examples and purposeful textual references. 
These responses will show engagement and involvement, where candidates take an 
overview to make accurate and perceptive comments on the text as a whole. They 
will also explore how the writer has created thoughts and feelings with insight. For 
example, the writer uses action and language to show that both of them change 
briefly but go back to type. 
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Areas for possible evaluation: 


Emma 


At the beginning 


 Emma is lively, independent and adventurous


 she is brash, confident, rather self-obsessed


 she is certain of her love for Robbie


After the walk 


 she is left 'shivering and worrying about Robbie' until someone remembers her


 she is not complimented for her bravery


 she is judged to be ‘a damn fool'


 she is annoyed that no-one stopped her but also because she knows they are
right


 the bartender tells her what kind of woman she is (stubborn and wilful)


 she feels ‘terrible' about Robbie (less self-obsessed?)


 she is attentive and contrite


 she thinks of him now as a kind man whom she loves


 she feels guilty and responsible for him almost dying


 she makes tea and cakes and she ‘grovelled'


 she has second thoughts about marrying him


Robbie 


At the beginning 


 he is grumpy / sulks


 he responds to a challenge


 he thinks he is mature (he is certainly a lot older than her)


 he patronises Emma


After the walk 


 Robbie becomes even more grumpy


 he feels humiliated


 he becomes aware that he is ageing (Emma still does not understand this)


 they go back to the real world


 they are both changed briefly


 but they revert to type


 the writer uses action and language (more ‘tell' than ‘show' perhaps)


This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response. Look 
for and reward valid alternatives. 
















Very assured on Emma. 
An impressive range of detail. 9












SECTION A: 40 marks


Read carefully the passage in the separate Resource Material for use with Section A.
Then answer all the questions below.


The story in the separate Resource Material is set on a Caribbean island where the main characters, 
Emma and Robbie, are on holiday.


Read lines 1-6.
List five things you learn about Emma in these lines. [5]


Read lines 7-16.
What impressions does the writer create of Emma and Robbie in these lines? [5]


You must refer to the language used in the text to support your answer, using relevant 
subject terminology where appropriate.


Read lines 17-30.
How does the writer show the character of Emma in these lines? [10]


You should write about:


 • what Emma does in these lines
 • the writer’s use of language to show her character


You must refer to the text to support your answer, using relevant subject terminology 
where appropriate.


Read lines 31-55
How does the writer make these lines exciting and dramatic? [10]


You should write about:


 • what happens in these lines to build excitement and drama
 • the writer’s use of language and structure to create excitement and drama
 • the effects on the reader


You must refer to the text to support your answer, using relevant subject terminology 
where appropriate.


To answer this question you need to read lines 56-70 and also consider the 
passage as a whole.


“The writer uses the walk to Wreck Island to show a change in both Emma and Robbie.”


How far do you agree with this view? [10]


You should write about:


 • your thoughts and feelings about how Emma and Robbie are presented in these
  lines and in the passage as a whole
 • how the writer has created these thoughts and feelings


You must refer to the text to support your answer.
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This story is set on a Caribbean island where the main characters, Emma and Robbie, are on 
holiday.


Emma was always falling in love. She thought that for her it was a lot like skydiving: you leap 
impulsively into the air and trust your parachute will open. The men she fell in love with were 
usually married, and awful as well. Her friends tried to find nice men for her but these kind, polite 
men didn’t interest her. She usually wanted men who were successful and she could look up to, 
which often meant that they had no real time for anyone else, including Emma. Why she couldn’t 
spot this kind of man a mile off was a mystery but she was fearless.
At this time in her life Emma was in love with Robbie. He was twenty years older than her, a 
stocky, red-bearded Scot who was well known for his grumpiness. Emma mistook it for shyness. 
She thought he was more mature than he was and therefore difficult to understand. During the 
early stage of their relationship, Emma almost killed Robbie. She didn’t do it on purpose.
They were on a Caribbean island and staying in a house that belonged to a friend. They were 
there for two weeks and by the end of the first one, Emma was feeling the need for some 
time apart from Robbie, although she still loved him as much as ever. Emma, who was more 
physically adventurous, began to go for long walks. Sometimes she would climb up cliffs, or 
make her way along slippery ledges visible only at low tide. Occasionally Robbie would go with 
her but more often he would stay at the house and sulk.
Near the house there was a beach and across from it, about half a mile away, there was an 
island called Wreck Island. There was an underwater ridge running out to Wreck Island and 
there was a local tradition that at low tide it was possible to walk to the island along the ridge. 
The water would come up to your neck, they said. Emma got the idea into her head that she 
would like to walk out to Wreck Island. She couldn’t explain why. To Robbie, she put it down to 
boredom and said it was a challenge. She wanted to persuade him to make the walk with her. 
She wasn’t totally reckless and, although she still believed she was invincible, she didn’t mind 
having a little back-up. She knew that Robbie didn’t really want to go but she also knew he 
wouldn’t be able to resist the word challenge. She made it clear that she was going anyway and 
in the end he agreed to accompany her. He said she’d need someone to keep an eye on her, in 
case she got into trouble.
Emma chose their gear carefully, including bathing suits, running shoes and floppy sun hats. 
She felt they should each carry a water bottle and a long walking stick for feeling their way under 
the water. At low tide they set out and there were a few spectators there to see them off.
Emma went first. Finding the ridge was not difficult. The water was quickly up to her armpits 
but the footing wasn’t bad. The ridge was about a foot wide and dropped steeply on either side. 
A quarter of the way out, Emma realised that the water was much colder than it was when you 
just went swimming in it. Also the current was stronger than she had thought. The truth was she 
hadn’t given it much attention. The tide had begun to run in again and she decided they wouldn’t 
try to walk back but would signal someone to come out and get them. Until then she had not 
thought about getting back. This was typical of Emma. She disliked going backwards. She felt 
the waves were getting bigger and, although she was managing by using her stick, it was harder 
to keep her footing. Her muscles were beginning to ache and she had to concentrate, which was 
why she didn’t look around earlier to see where Robbie was. Now she did.
At first she didn’t see him at all. He wasn’t on the ridge behind her, where he should have 
been. What she did see was that the hill overlooking the bay was covered with people, sitting 
quietly, as if at a play and watching the performance going on before them. The performance 
was Robbie drowning. He had been swept off the ridge and was being carried out to sea by 
the current. All she could see was his sun hat. As she watched, an arm came up then sank 
again. She raised her stick in the air and shook it at the hillside. ‘Do something!’ she yelled. 
She pointed at Robbie with the stick, as if it were a magic wand and she could command him to 
stop and float backwards. She felt helpless. She knew she could not swim after him and rescue 
him. If she did that, they would both be lost. She had to keep walking or the water would soon 
be too high.
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Read carefully the passage below.
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Choice of Creative Prose writing task – see question paper. [40] 


AO5 Communication and organisation 
24 marks 


AO6 Vocabulary, sentence structure, 
spelling and punctuation 


16 marks 


Band 
5 


20-24 marks 


 the writing is fully coherent and controlled
(plot and characterisation are developed with
detail, originality and imagination)


 the writing is clearly and imaginatively
organised (narrative is sophisticated and fully
engages the reader's interest)


 structure and grammatical features are used
ambitiously to give the writing cohesion and
coherence


 communication is ambitious and consistently
conveys precise meaning


14-16 marks 


 there is appropriate and effective
variation of sentence structures


 virtually all sentence
construction is controlled and
accurate


 a range of punctuation is used
confidently and accurately


 virtually all spelling, including
that of complex irregular words,
is correct


 control of tense and agreement is
totally secure


 a wide range of appropriate,
ambitious vocabulary is used to
create effect or convey precise
meaning


Band 
4 


15-19 marks 


 the writing is clearly controlled and coherent
(plot and characterisation show convincing
detail and some originality and imagination )


 the writing is clearly organised (narrative is
purposefully shaped and developed)


 structure and grammatical features are used
accurately to support cohesion and
coherence


 communication shows some ambition and
conveys precise meaning


11-13 marks 


 sentence structure is varied to
achieve particular effects


 control of sentence construction is secure


 a range of punctuation is used accurately


 spelling, including that of irregular
words, is secure


 control of tense and agreement is secure


 vocabulary is ambitious and used
with precision


Band 
3 


10-14 marks 


 the writing is mostly controlled and coherent
(plot and characterisation show some detail
and development)


 the writing is organised (narrative has shape
and direction)


 structure and grammatical features are used
with some accuracy to convey meaning


 communication is clear but limited in ambition


7-10 marks 


 there is variety in sentence structure


 control of sentence construction is
mostly secure


 a range of punctuation is used,
mostly accurately


 most spelling, including that of
irregular words, is correct


 control of tense and agreement is
mostly secure


 vocabulary is beginning to develop
and is used with some precision


Band 
2 


5-9 marks 


 there is some control and coherence (some
control of plot and characterisation)


 there is some organisation (narrative is
beginning to have some shape and
development)


 structure and grammatical features are used
to convey meaning


 communication is limited but clear


4-6 marks 


 some variety of sentence structure


 there is some control of
sentence construction


 some control of a range of punctuation


 the spelling is usually accurate


 control of tense and agreement is
generally secure


 there is some range of vocabulary


Band 
1 


1-4 marks 


 there is basic control and coherence (a basic
sense of plot and characterisation)


 there is basic organisation (paragraphs may
be used to show obvious divisions)


 there is some use of structure and
grammatical features to convey meaning


 communication is limited but some meaning
is conveyed


1-3 marks 


 limited range of sentence structure


 control of sentence construction is limited


 there is some attempt to use punctuation


 some spelling is accurate


 control of tense and agreement is limited


 limited range of vocabulary


0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 


1 1 












accomplished











Imaginative.
Lively and amusing. 
Engages the reader.


Ambitious.
Controlled.
Good turns of phrase.


24+16 40












focus?


Some range of valid comments / support. 
Uneasy focus at times.       4/5 5
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Read carefully the passage in the separate Resource Material for use with Section A.
Then answer all the questions below.


The story in the separate Resource Material is set on a Caribbean island where the main characters, 
Emma and Robbie, are on holiday.


Read lines 1-6.
List five things you learn about Emma in these lines. [5]


Read lines 7-16.
What impressions does the writer create of Emma and Robbie in these lines? [5]


You must refer to the language used in the text to support your answer, using relevant 
subject terminology where appropriate.


Read lines 17-30.
How does the writer show the character of Emma in these lines? [10]


You should write about:


• what Emma does in these lines
• the writer’s use of language to show her character


You must refer to the text to support your answer, using relevant subject terminology 
where appropriate.


Read lines 31-55
How does the writer make these lines exciting and dramatic? [10]


You should write about:


• what happens in these lines to build excitement and drama
• the writer’s use of language and structure to create excitement and drama
• the effects on the reader


You must refer to the text to support your answer, using relevant subject terminology 
where appropriate.


To answer this question you need to read lines 56-70 and also consider the 
passage as a whole.


“The writer uses the walk to Wreck Island to show a change in both Emma and Robbie.”


How far do you agree with this view? [10]


You should write about:


• your thoughts and feelings about how Emma and Robbie are presented in these
lines and in the passage as a whole


• how the writer has created these thoughts and feelings


You must refer to the text to support your answer.
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This story is set on a Caribbean island where the main characters, Emma and Robbie, are on 
holiday.


Emma was always falling in love. She thought that for her it was a lot like skydiving: you leap 
impulsively into the air and trust your parachute will open. The men she fell in love with were 
usually married, and awful as well. Her friends tried to find nice men for her but these kind, polite 
men didn’t interest her. She usually wanted men who were successful and she could look up to, 
which often meant that they had no real time for anyone else, including Emma. Why she couldn’t 
spot this kind of man a mile off was a mystery but she was fearless.
At this time in her life Emma was in love with Robbie. He was twenty years older than her, a 
stocky, red-bearded Scot who was well known for his grumpiness. Emma mistook it for shyness. 
She thought he was more mature than he was and therefore difficult to understand. During the 
early stage of their relationship, Emma almost killed Robbie. She didn’t do it on purpose.
They were on a Caribbean island and staying in a house that belonged to a friend. They were 
there for two weeks and by the end of the first one, Emma was feeling the need for some 
time apart from Robbie, although she still loved him as much as ever. Emma, who was more 
physically adventurous, began to go for long walks. Sometimes she would climb up cliffs, or 
make her way along slippery ledges visible only at low tide. Occasionally Robbie would go with 
her but more often he would stay at the house and sulk.
Near the house there was a beach and across from it, about half a mile away, there was an 
island called Wreck Island. There was an underwater ridge running out to Wreck Island and 
there was a local tradition that at low tide it was possible to walk to the island along the ridge. 
The water would come up to your neck, they said. Emma got the idea into her head that she 
would like to walk out to Wreck Island. She couldn’t explain why. To Robbie, she put it down to 
boredom and said it was a challenge. She wanted to persuade him to make the walk with her. 
She wasn’t totally reckless and, although she still believed she was invincible, she didn’t mind 
having a little back-up. She knew that Robbie didn’t really want to go but she also knew he 
wouldn’t be able to resist the word challenge. She made it clear that she was going anyway and 
in the end he agreed to accompany her. He said she’d need someone to keep an eye on her, in 
case she got into trouble.
Emma chose their gear carefully, including bathing suits, running shoes and floppy sun hats. 
She felt they should each carry a water bottle and a long walking stick for feeling their way under 
the water. At low tide they set out and there were a few spectators there to see them off.
Emma went first. Finding the ridge was not difficult. The water was quickly up to her armpits 
but the footing wasn’t bad. The ridge was about a foot wide and dropped steeply on either side. 
A quarter of the way out, Emma realised that the water was much colder than it was when you 
just went swimming in it. Also the current was stronger than she had thought. The truth was she 
hadn’t given it much attention. The tide had begun to run in again and she decided they wouldn’t 
try to walk back but would signal someone to come out and get them. Until then she had not 
thought about getting back. This was typical of Emma. She disliked going backwards. She felt 
the waves were getting bigger and, although she was managing by using her stick, it was harder 
to keep her footing. Her muscles were beginning to ache and she had to concentrate, which was 
why she didn’t look around earlier to see where Robbie was. Now she did.
At first she didn’t see him at all. He wasn’t on the ridge behind her, where he should have 
been. What she did see was that the hill overlooking the bay was covered with people, sitting 
quietly, as if at a play and watching the performance going on before them. The performance 
was Robbie drowning. He had been swept off the ridge and was being carried out to sea by 
the current. All she could see was his sun hat. As she watched, an arm came up then sank 
again. She raised her stick in the air and shook it at the hillside. ‘Do something!’ she yelled. 
She pointed at Robbie with the stick, as if it were a magic wand and she could command him to 
stop and float backwards. She felt helpless. She knew she could not swim after him and rescue 
him. If she did that, they would both be lost. She had to keep walking or the water would soon 
be too high.
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Read carefully the passage below.
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In the end, they sent out Horace in an ancient rowboat. Nobody else would chance it. Everybody 
sane kept their boats at the other side of the island where there was a safe harbour, but Horace 
was stubborn and liked to keep his boat where he could watch it. He was also, luckily for Robbie, 
as strong as an ox. He fished Robbie out of the water and rowed back to shore. The crowd 
cheered and Robbie went into shock.
Emma reached Wreck Island and sat on it, shivering and worrying about Robbie, until someone 
remembered her and sent a motorboat out to get her. No-one complimented her on her daring. 
Instead they said what a damn fool she had been to try such a thing.
‘Why didn’t you stop me then?’ Emma said, doubly annoyed because she knew they were right. 
The bartender said everyone knew she was that sort of woman. ‘An idea get in her head, no use 
trying to get it out.’ He shrugged and went on polishing glasses.
Emma felt terrible about Robbie. She sat at his bedside, where he lay wrapped in several 
blankets, and held his hand, and actually did say, ‘Robbie, what have I done to you?’ Only in 
books do people think of original ways of expressing grief and fear. Robbie was a kind man 
whom she loved, and she had almost killed him.
Emma made tea for Robbie and coaxed him to eat, going so far as to bake him some cakes. 
He lay around while Emma grovelled. As soon as he felt better he became more grumpy than 
usual. He felt humiliated by the whole incident. He felt he was ageing, although Emma, being 
twenty-three, didn’t understand this at the time. She wondered briefly whether she really wanted 
to marry Robbie after all but soon he recovered and they flew back to the real world.


Margaret Atwood
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Read carefully the passage in the separate Resource Material for use with Section A.
Then answer all the questions below.


The story in the separate Resource Material is set on a Caribbean island where the main characters, 
Emma and Robbie, are on holiday.


Read lines 1-6.
List five things you learn about Emma in these lines. [5]


Read lines 7-16.
What impressions does the writer create of Emma and Robbie in these lines? [5]


You must refer to the language used in the text to support your answer, using relevant 
subject terminology where appropriate.


Read lines 17-30.
How does the writer show the character of Emma in these lines? [10]


You should write about:


• what Emma does in these lines
• the writer’s use of language to show her character


You must refer to the text to support your answer, using relevant subject terminology 
where appropriate.


Read lines 31-55
How does the writer make these lines exciting and dramatic? [10]


You should write about:


• what happens in these lines to build excitement and drama
• the writer’s use of language and structure to create excitement and drama
• the effects on the reader


You must refer to the text to support your answer, using relevant subject terminology 
where appropriate.


To answer this question you need to read lines 56-70 and also consider the 
passage as a whole.


“The writer uses the walk to Wreck Island to show a change in both Emma and Robbie.”


How far do you agree with this view? [10]


You should write about:


• your thoughts and feelings about how Emma and Robbie are presented in these
lines and in the passage as a whole


• how the writer has created these thoughts and feelings


You must refer to the text to support your answer.
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This story is set on a Caribbean island where the main characters, Emma and Robbie, are on 
holiday.


Emma was always falling in love. She thought that for her it was a lot like skydiving: you leap 
impulsively into the air and trust your parachute will open. The men she fell in love with were 
usually married, and awful as well. Her friends tried to find nice men for her but these kind, polite 
men didn’t interest her. She usually wanted men who were successful and she could look up to, 
which often meant that they had no real time for anyone else, including Emma. Why she couldn’t 
spot this kind of man a mile off was a mystery but she was fearless.
At this time in her life Emma was in love with Robbie. He was twenty years older than her, a 
stocky, red-bearded Scot who was well known for his grumpiness. Emma mistook it for shyness. 
She thought he was more mature than he was and therefore difficult to understand. During the 
early stage of their relationship, Emma almost killed Robbie. She didn’t do it on purpose.
They were on a Caribbean island and staying in a house that belonged to a friend. They were 
there for two weeks and by the end of the first one, Emma was feeling the need for some 
time apart from Robbie, although she still loved him as much as ever. Emma, who was more 
physically adventurous, began to go for long walks. Sometimes she would climb up cliffs, or 
make her way along slippery ledges visible only at low tide. Occasionally Robbie would go with 
her but more often he would stay at the house and sulk.
Near the house there was a beach and across from it, about half a mile away, there was an 
island called Wreck Island. There was an underwater ridge running out to Wreck Island and 
there was a local tradition that at low tide it was possible to walk to the island along the ridge. 
The water would come up to your neck, they said. Emma got the idea into her head that she 
would like to walk out to Wreck Island. She couldn’t explain why. To Robbie, she put it down to 
boredom and said it was a challenge. She wanted to persuade him to make the walk with her. 
She wasn’t totally reckless and, although she still believed she was invincible, she didn’t mind 
having a little back-up. She knew that Robbie didn’t really want to go but she also knew he 
wouldn’t be able to resist the word challenge. She made it clear that she was going anyway and 
in the end he agreed to accompany her. He said she’d need someone to keep an eye on her, in 
case she got into trouble.
Emma chose their gear carefully, including bathing suits, running shoes and floppy sun hats. 
She felt they should each carry a water bottle and a long walking stick for feeling their way under 
the water. At low tide they set out and there were a few spectators there to see them off.
Emma went first. Finding the ridge was not difficult. The water was quickly up to her armpits 
but the footing wasn’t bad. The ridge was about a foot wide and dropped steeply on either side. 
A quarter of the way out, Emma realised that the water was much colder than it was when you 
just went swimming in it. Also the current was stronger than she had thought. The truth was she 
hadn’t given it much attention. The tide had begun to run in again and she decided they wouldn’t 
try to walk back but would signal someone to come out and get them. Until then she had not 
thought about getting back. This was typical of Emma. She disliked going backwards. She felt 
the waves were getting bigger and, although she was managing by using her stick, it was harder 
to keep her footing. Her muscles were beginning to ache and she had to concentrate, which was 
why she didn’t look around earlier to see where Robbie was. Now she did.
At first she didn’t see him at all. He wasn’t on the ridge behind her, where he should have 
been. What she did see was that the hill overlooking the bay was covered with people, sitting 
quietly, as if at a play and watching the performance going on before them. The performance 
was Robbie drowning. He had been swept off the ridge and was being carried out to sea by 
the current. All she could see was his sun hat. As she watched, an arm came up then sank 
again. She raised her stick in the air and shook it at the hillside. ‘Do something!’ she yelled. 
She pointed at Robbie with the stick, as if it were a magic wand and she could command him to 
stop and float backwards. She felt helpless. She knew she could not swim after him and rescue 
him. If she did that, they would both be lost. She had to keep walking or the water would soon 
be too high.
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Read carefully the passage below.
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Read lines 17-30. 


How does the writer show the character of Emma in these lines? [10] 


You should write about: 


 what Emma does in these lines


 the writer's use of language to show her character


You must refer to the text to support your answer, using relevant subject 
terminology where appropriate. 


(AO2 1a, c and d) 


This question tests the ability to explain, comment on and analyse how writers use 
language to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology 
where appropriate. 


Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


Give 1-2 marks to those who identify and begin to comment on some aspects of 
Emma's character. For example, she cannot resist a challenge. 


Give 3-4 marks to those who identify and give straightforward comments on how 
Emma's character develops in these lines. For example, she likes a challenge but 
also wants some back-up. These answers may simply identify some relevant subject 
terminology. 


Give 5-6 marks to those who explain how Emma's character develops and begin to 
show some understanding of how aspects such as language are used to achieve 
effects and influence the reader. For example, the writer uses an adjective such as 
invincible to show her self-confidence. These responses may begin to use relevant 
subject terminology accurately to support their comments, where appropriate. 


Give 7-8 marks to those who make accurate comments about how Emma's character 
develops and begin to analyse how language is used to achieve effects and 
influence the reader. For example, these answers may see the contradictions in her 
character. Relevant subject terminology is used accurately to support comments 
effectively, where appropriate. 


Give 9-10 marks to those who make accurate and perceptive comments about how 
Emma's character develops and also provide detailed analysis of how language is 
used to achieve effects and influence the reader. For example, these answers may 
see the way the writer uses her actions to reveal her character.  Subtleties of the 
writer's technique are explored. Well-considered, accurate use of relevant subject 
terminology supports comments effectively, where appropriate. 
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In addition to the examples given above, details candidates may explore or comment 
on could be: 


 Emma decides she wants to walk to Wreck Island, although it is clearly
dangerous


 she cannot explain why she wants to do it (impulsive/reckless)


 she explains to Robbie it is boredom (easily bored)


 she also says it is a challenge, and therefore that explains it


 she is very self-confident


 she wants him to go with her


 she is not ‘totally reckless'


 she believes she is invincible


 but she doesn't mind ‘a little back-up' (ironic tone)


 she shows some guile in manipulating him / persuasive


 she knows he can't resist the challenge


 Robbie thinks she will need 'someone to keep an eye on her'


 she makes it clear she will go anyway / determined / stubborn


 she chooses the equipment carefully (she seems organised and sensible)


 the writer is omniscient


 she also uses action to reveal character


 use of language


 she likes attention / being the centre of attention


This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response. Look 
for and reward valid alternatives. 
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awkward ending


Band 2


Sustained.
Some control of plot. 
Limited in development. 
Uncertain in structure. 
Unconvincing.


Some clarity/fluency. 
Uneven control.
A range of errors.
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